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The Impact of COVID-19 on the TB Epidemic: A Community Perspective-Global
Report Launch

Thematic Report Findings
Tuberculosis (TB) is the world's leading infectious disease killing
the health facilities they normally visit as closed. Further, in
approximately 1.5 million people each year. The COVID-19
Kenya 70% of respondents reported not receiving enough
support amid the pandemic.
pandemic has exacerbated the negative impacts on people
affected and infected by TB as well as TB programs around the
The report further highlighted some key barrier to access to
world. To understand the impact, 10 diverse global networks
services including difficulty finding transport to access TB care,
including KANCO involved in the Tuberculosis (TB) response
changes in TB services, and fear of contracting COVID-19
carried out a survey collecting voices from the ground affected
during a healthcare visit. People also reported increased stigma
by TB (including people with TB, healthcare workers, policy
linked to public of coughing and other respiratory symptoms.
makers, civil societies and researchers) and launched the report
The reports also highlighted major gaps in the health systems,
dubbed "The Impact of COVID-19 on the TB Epidemic: A
citing the need for increased investment for health.
Community Perspective" on May 26, 2020.
The report findings highlighted Substantial disruptions in TB care
during the pandemic increasing mortality from the disease. The
findings involving about 1000 respondents indicated a more than
70% decrease in the number of people coming to health facilities
for TB testing; significant drops in tuberculosis notification: 88%
in Global Fund supported countries, 68% in the USA. Further in
Kenya, 50% of people with TB reported having trouble finding
transport to care while in India, 36% of people with TB reported

Addressing the participants in the virtual launch, Rahab Mwaniki
the Campaigns Manager at KANCO called on the government
of Kenya to develop a national TB policy as well as fully
implement national and international commitments to end TB,
strengthen social protection, and improve and invest in
community-based, people-centered TB care.
The Kenya report will be launched on the 25thof September
2020
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Global Fund Results Launch

The Global Fund released its Results Report 2020 for
2019 on 14 September 2020. From the report, the
Global Fund partnership has saved 38 million lives
since 2002, and saved 6 million lives in 2019 – a 20%
increase over the previous year. In 2019, 20.1 million
people received lifesaving; antiretroviral therapy for
HIV, 5.7 million treatment for tuberculosis and 160
million mosquito nets distributed to protect nearly
320 million people from malaria in 2019.

Key Results for TB-2019




Key Results: HIV-2019





133 million HIV tests taken; HIV-positive people with
knowledge of their status increased from 71% in 2015
to 82% in 2019. Global target: 90% by 2020
20.1 million People on antiretroviral therapy for HIV.
Coverage increased from 48% in 2015 to 67% in 2019.
Global target: 81% by 2020.
People living with HIV with suppressed viral load
increased 41% in 2015 to 59% in 2019. Global target:
73% by 2020.
718,000 HIV-positive mothers received medicine to
keep them alive and prevent transmitting HIV to their
babies in 2019; coverage increased from 44% in 2010
to 85% in 2019. Global target: 100% by 2020.




5.7 million people treated for TB in 2019. TB treatment
coverage increased from 48% in 2010 to 65% in 2018,
and the TB treatment success rate reached 85% in
2017. Global targets for coverage and treatment
success rates: 90% by 2025.
125,000 people on treatment for multidrug resistant
TB in 2019; treatment coverage reached 38% in 2018
and MDR-TB treatment success rate increased from
51% in 2010 to 57% in 2016. Global targets: 90% MDRTB treatment coverage and success by 2030.
6,107 people with extensively-drug resistant TB on
treatment in 2019.
315,000 HIV-positive TB patients on antiretroviral
therapy during TB treatment in 2019; coverage of
ARVs in HIV-positive TB patients increased from 45%
in 2010 to 88% in 2018

Results for Malaria







160 million mosquito nets distributed to protect more
than 320 million people – mainly children – from
malaria for the next three years.
11 million pregnant women received preventative
therapy and 8 million structures covered by indoor
residual spraying.
243 million suspected cases tested for malaria.
124 million cases of malaria treated.

Impact of Covid-19on the health Response
The report projects: AIDS-related deaths could double in the next year and about 525,000 TB deaths – eliminating over 10 years of
hard-won gains, setting the world back over 20 years. Consequently, since March 2020, the Global Fund has approved more than
US$700 million to 103 countries and 11 multi-country programs to fight COVID-19 through increased testing and tracing and
protection for front-line health workers; adapt existing HIV, TB and malaria programs to protect progress; and reinforce systems
for health so they don’t collapse and they are prepared to roll out COVID-19 treatments and vaccines once available.
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North to South Collaborations for TB Advocacy during and beyond Covid-19

Photo courtesy

The RESULTS National Conference 2020 was held on 12th
September 2020, convened by Results UK under theme
“Hopeful campaigning in challenging times’. The forum
brought together delegates working in health, education and
economic campaigns from across the UK. Rahab Mwaniki,
Campaigns Manager KANCO, was invited to speak on the:
‘Global perspectives on campaigning during COVID'.
Over the last year, RESULTS UK campaign areas have revolved
around improving access to global health, under the “Health
for All’ campaign (fighting infectious diseases, improving access
to immunisation, nutrition and promoting health system
strengthening), ‘Education for All’, or, improving access to
global education, and supporting the UK’s contribution to
Overseas Development Assistance.
The discussion revolved around effective advocacy work and
how to invoke global solidarity, how to measure success in
campaigns as well as how to address the specific barriers to
advocacy brought about by COVID-19 including socioeconomic factors, lock-down, etc.
Continued engagement through the grassroots model to
support health campaigns
Taking place concurrently, the RESULTS US National Webinar
attended by grassroots advocates from across the US focused
on the impact of COVID on TB services in Kenya and the

efforts being made to adapt and restore programs to meet
peoples needs. Making her presentation, Ms. Mwaniki noted
that, in Kenya, a comparison of the period between January and
May in 2019 and 2020, highlighted a 9% drop of Drug
Susceptibility Tuberculosis Case Notification (DSTB).
Pediatrics TB cases dropped from 9.9% to 9.1% during the same
period of reporting. This is due to the lock down and
containment measures that had been put in place by the
Government of Kenya after the fist COVID 19 case was
reported in March 2020. A number of TB patients were also
not able to access nutritious food which affected their
treatment adherences.
Additional Financing for TB, HIV and Malaria by the
Global Fund
Kenya over the years has been one of the recipients of the
Global Fund grants to support in HIV, TB and Malaria
programme implementation. Ms. Mwaniki noted that in order
to support continuity of access to health services in the 3
diseases GF has provided an additional grant USD 41.6 Million
for mitigation against COVID 19 – of which USD 5.9M was
from the grant flexibility. She added that currently there are
drug stock out which are being experienced at the lower levels
of health facilities and include septrin and pyraximide for
treating Tuberculosis. Hopefully the Government of Kenya will
address this issue soon.
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Stakeholders Consultative Meeting on Sexual and Reproductive Health and
Rights

Stakeholders during a session at the SRHR fiurm

On the 16th and 17th September, KANCO joined County

Challenges in accessing contraceptives, rising number of

Health Committee members community leaders and other

unwanted pregnancies and unsafe abortions.

stakeholders in Mombasa County, for

a consultative

meeting on sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights

Ms. Betty, Executive Director Coastal Women, sharing on

hosted by Economic and Social Rights Center (Hakijamii).

policy and advocacy opportunities in SRHR in the country,

The meeting sought to develop a Memorandum of

noted that Kenya embraces certain human rights that are

Understanding (MOU) on emerging SRHR issues. The two

recognized in national laws, international human rights

day forum facilitated discussions on the challenges and

documents and other relevant United Nations consensus

opportunities in SRHR in the county as well as reduction of

documents. Some of the National Guidelines include the,

maternal mortality and mobility.

Kenya Aids Strategic Framework 2014/2015, 2018/2019 and

A study by African population and health Research Center
(APHRC 2014) highlighted that over 40% of pregnancies in
Kenya are unintended. Further over half of sexually active
young women in developing countries face an unmet need
for modern contraception. Other challenges highlighted
from

the

discussions

included;

Menstrual

hygiene

management challenges, , raising number of female drug
users, raising number of SGBV (rape, intimate partner
violence),challenges in

the Kenya fast-track plan to end HIV/AIDs among
adolescents 2018. She however noted the county lacks one
stop facility to obtain integrated services where victims of
SGBV can report complaints, get examined and treated as
well as receive emergency contraceptives, obtain STI and HIV
tests. The discussion helped identify current gaps in SRHR
that helped develop the MOU to guide stakeholders
engagements
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#StaySafe
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