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 {ǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ   ƛƳƳǳƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ  ƛƴ YŜƴȅŀ ŀǘ ŀ ƎƭŀƴŎŜ  
§ 1 out of  every 3 children are not fully immunized, putting them at risk of getting infected with  vaccine pre-

ventable diseases. 

§ Current  National Immunization Coverage stands at 84%, however there are  major disparities across the  

country  with the least coverage  being among the poor and hard to reach areas 

§  Funding: Over 90% of immunization  services   in Kenya is donor funded mostly by GAVI Alliance. 

§  It is estimated that 1.7 Million children  born between 2013 and 2017  did not receive all the scheduled vac-

cines due to vaccine stock outs and industrial actions experienced in Kenya. Further in 2017 more than 

500,000 children  were not fully immunized , informing the presidential directive  to have  a Rapid Results Initia-

tive  spanning  27th June  to 31st October 2018 reaching 400,000 children. 

§  Every  Shilling invested in immunization has an economic  return of Ksh. 1200 

§ Immunization is a  basic right as defined by the constitution  of Kenya under the children's Act. 

/ŀƭƭ ǘƻ ŀŎǝƻƴ 
§ Governments (County and National)  need to prioritize,   increase  and sustain domestic  financing for health 

and enact policies and laws to prioritize immunization. 

§ There  is need to promote  accountability  by all stakeholders, invest in human  and financial resources  for im-

munization at all levels. 

§  Empowering Communities for better uptake of immunization remains critical for  increased demand for im-

munization services. 

§ There is  need  for multi-stakeholder emphasis  and promotion   of immunization  for  improved child health  

and reduced mortality and mortality. 

§  There is need for development  of a clear transition roadmap to facilitate the  donor exit and sustainability of 

the gains made. 

§ There is need for adoption and integration of the Community Strategy for effective implementation of Child 

Health services. 

§ The is need for increased investment in health service delivery infrastructure to ease access to health services. 



 tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ 9ƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ  ŦƻǊ  LƳƳǳƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ 

KANCO held a meeting with the Parliamentary Health Committee led by the Chair Hon. 

Sabina Chege, in a meeting seeking to sensitize the committee on the status of immuniza-

tion in Kenya, the policy, financing and legislation gaps as well as update on  areas that  

KANCO with the support of GAVI is working  in.   

 

The Ministry of Health representative Veronica Kirogo-Head of Nutrition and Diatetics, 

making    a presentation at the forum reiterated on health and nutrition as both 

ôMarkersõ and ôMakersõ of development, yet these two functions in Kenya are greatly un-

derfunded  and yet continues to face the double burden of malnutrition (undernutrition, 

over nutrition) and  hidden hunger. She impressed on the need to invest in nutrition as 

Every Shilling invested in nutrition has an economic return of Kshs.2200. 

 

Making a presentation KANCO shared on the  status of immunization and  financing chal-

lenges  facing immunization including the  short term where the  budget allocated  to 

vaccine  falls short   of the forecasted  needs  despite  a steady  increase in budget  in the 

past few years through solid  forecasts and the supplementary budget process.  In the 

Long term, Kenya is expected to enter into the accelerated transition phase under the 

GAVI support within the next few years and faces increased needs for other funding 

sources to replace GAVI support. They further highlighted the challenges of unreliable 

cash flow, the   disparities between the role of the county and the national government 

and well as the quality of the financial reporting. 

 

The  GAVI-HSS Project manager also took the MPs through the new vaccines that are set  to be  in-

troduced in 2019, which include  the Malaria Vaccine, Meningitis A  and HPV vaccine for young girls 

between the age of 10-14 years. 

Addressing the team KANCO Executive Director, Allan Ragi impressed on the need for leadership 

accountability and oversight  as countries chart the path of transition to ensure that every child is 

reached with lifesaving vaccines and that  the gains made are sustained. He further impressed on the 

need for a clear road map for the GAVI transition  towards ensuring gradual increase of the domestic 

funding for health in preparation for the donor phase out. 

Addressing the meeting Hon. Sabina Chege. the Chair of the Parliamentary Health Committee reiter-

ated on the need for prioritization of immunization and nutrition by the ministry. She reiterated on 

the  need for clear information and data that speaks to the situation on the ground as critical to in-

forming policy and legislation. She further impressed on the need to leverage on the presenting oppor-

tunities such as the World Health Assembly (WHA) meeting, where she called on the legislators and 

stakeholders to have a clear strategy and position so as to have  a unanimous voice in the forum to 

help drive the country agenda. She further reiterated on the committeeõs willingness to provide lead-

ership and push the immunization and health agenda both at the county, national and global level. 
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Y!b/h Iƻǎǘǎ ŀ /ƘƛƭŘ IŜŀƭǘƘ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ /ŀƳǇ 

KANCO in partnership with the Ministry of Health, the National Vaccine 

and Immunization Program (NVIP)  and the County Government of Nairobi 

held an immunization drive campaign in Ngado  ward Nairobi County. The  

two  day immunization drive supported  by KANCO,  and hosted   by the 

area chief was also graced by the Member of Parliament for Dagoretti South 

Hon, John Kiarie  as well as  officials from the Ministry  of Health and  NVIP 

The immunization drive  in the constituency  was  arrived   at  through con-

sultations with the  Ministry of Health , and NVIP supported by the  GAVI-

HSS project.  Ngandu ward was  selected for the outreach based on the sta-

tistics by the Ministry of Health indicating that the current  coverage in the 

area stood at 34 %.  Immunization in the region was compounded by several 

factors including the lack of a health facility within the ward to offer immun-

ization and maternal child  health services , information gap on the benefits 

of immunization as  well as  general  anti vaccine sentiments driven by myths 

and misconceptions. 

The area MP Hon. John Kiarie gracing the occasion, commended KANCOõs 

efforts and commitment  demonstrated  over the years under the leadership 

of the Executive Director  Mr. Allan Ragi to enhance the health outcomes in 

the County  . He pledged his support and commitment to drive and champi-

on the health agenda  with the support and information coming from agen-

cies like KANCO towards  improving the health outcomes of the people. He fur-

ther acknowledged the role  of Community Health Volunteers saying ò As the  first 

point of  contact  with the Community their contribution to the health  outcomes 

was criticalõ  pledging  to champion the discussion on their  remunerations. 

Responding to the  lack of a health facility  the MP   pledged to bring in  a container 

to compliment the one  room  pledged by the area chief to offer health services  to 

mothers and children twice a week. Speaking on behalf of the County, the ECE 

Health  Dr. Mark Odingo pledged to bring health personnel to the established  the 

facility to offer services fully to the resident of Ngado  County. 

Addressing the  forum, Allan Ragi the Executive director emphasized on the need  

for accountability and partnership in health for the realization of  a Healthy people 

and Empowered communities' 
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Ahead of the World Immunization Week KANCO also  hosted a National   

immunization stakeholders breakfast -CSOs meeting , to reiterate on the  role of the  

Civil  Society  in driving the immunization agenda. The forum brought together  rep-

resentatives from the CSOs  Ministry of Health and the  County Government to dis-

cuss the current status of immunization and the way forward.  

 

Traditionally, CSOs have been critical  players  in health and across sectors in ampli-

fying the voices  of  the communities through advocacy and their role  in the immun-

ization agenda  now more than is especially in the face of  GAVI transition . 

 

Making the opening remarks  during the forum  KANCO Executive Director Mr. 

Allan Ragi  underscored the importance  of  CSOs in  enhancing  accountability  stat-

ing , ò CSOs must hold the government accountable to ensure every child is immun-

ized, must empower the communities to demand for better services and must lever-

age on existing strategies like the  Community Health Volunteers  to increase the  

demand for immunization.õ  

 

Addressing the forum the  GAVI-HSS Project Manager Ms. Elizabeth Muchoki, underscored The importance of  the families  and communities  in bridging  the immunization 

gap.  She further highlighted Financing,  Supplies, Human Resources and lack of  adequate Data as  some of the 

major challenges  facing immunization at the moment thus the need for CSOs to take up advocacy to enhance 

the immunization coverage. 

The Expanded Program on Immunization (EPI) Logistician,  Ms, Florence  Kabuga addressing the meeting  

shared on the challenges facing immunization  Nairobi County as  the influx of  people   from  neighboring  

counties, human  resources , inadequate of updated data among other challenges, calling for multi-sectoral 

collaboration in immunization to  reach to the national immunization objective of over 95% coverage. 

 Presenting on the call to action the  for CSOs, the  Campaign Manager  Ms. Rahab Mwaniki  underscored  on 

the need for CSOs advocacy towards the  prioritization of immunization, develop a position Paper to guide 

engagements, advocate for the  development of a 5 year transition plan emphasizing  on increased domestic 

funding for health  as well as redefining the role of the CSOs in the  immunization agenda, 

 

As  way forward from the meeting the CSO representatives agreed to develop a CSOs position paper featur-

ing : Integrated people Centered Services, Transition; Immunization coverage; Access; Financing; Pricing;  Re-

search  as well as Leveraging on  existing Resources  as a common advocacy tool moving forward. 
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aŜŘƛŀ  {ŜƴǎƛǝȊŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ LƳƳǳƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ  

Journalists and the media have a critical role in  informing and educating communities 

on pertinent issues and promoting uptake of   public goods  and services such as im-

munization. They are also pertinent in promoting accountability  from government 

and other stakeholders in the delivery of services.   

In the case of immunization their  role is critical in  promoting the reach of the un-

derserved and unvaccinated children , highlighting milestones achieved as well as ral-

lying communities to take up immunization  by demystifying the anti-vaccine senti-

ments that derail immunization. 

 

 In liu of this, KANCO held a media sensitization meeting sharing on the status of 

immunization in the country and counties, the challenges facing immunization  includ-

ing financing, myths and misconception as well as the role of stakeholders including 

media in promoting  immunization uptake. The journalists were also taken through 

the   GAVI transition process and the need for  increased domestic funding for 

health to sustain the  gains made in health and immunization.  

 

Addressing the forum  the EPI Logician Nairobi County Ms. Florence Kabuga,  took 

the  journalists through the  11 vaccine preventable diseases in Kenya  as well as the  

new vaccine set to be introduced in Kenya including Malaria. HPV and Meningitis  as well as the new switches. Addressing the participants the KANCO Executive Director 

Mr. Allan  Ragi reiterated  on the need to understand the science behind the vaccines  and immunization   to help demystify some of the myths and  misconceptions  around 

vaccines that play a role in inhibiting the uptake of im-

munization. 

From the media sensitization held by KANCO, immuniza-

tion coverage was featured on several media outlets as 

per the links below:  

 

The  forum allowed for  interactive discussions with the 

journalist s and culminated to several mdia pieces on  

immunization issues both in print and electronic media  
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Immunization is the process by which an individuals  body  is fortified against diseases. Despite the utmost importance of vaccine both to the individual and to 

the larger community, and despite it being  one of the most cost effective interventions and its legislation as right for every child, some children still do not 

enjoy  this right due to varied reasons as  they unfolded in  a recent  immunization drive supported by KANCO in Ngando  ward Nairobi County  which has  

an immunization  coverage of 34%. Some of the emerging  issues impending the uptake of vaccines was the lack of knowledge hence appreciation  of immun-

ization, myths and misconception creating   huge anti-vaccine sentiments, difficulty in accessing services due to lack of health facilities, the  feeling that vaccines 

added no value as un-immunized children presented as healthy among other issues, competing priorities such as  need for basic needs, and the lack of under-

standing of the importance of fully immunizing children. 

 

 

 

Mama Joseph  a mother of  three aged  13, 7 and 6 years has never had any of her children 

immunized.   In an  interview with her  she shared that  all her three children were delivered 

at home explaining why they could have missed the first BCG vaccine.  As her children con-

tinued to grow she  cited the lack of transport  as the major hindrance to taking her children 

for immunization  even though she says she thinks vaccines are important. The  lack of a  

public facility in her area offering free immunization services necessitated her to have 

transport  money to go to the nearest facility,  and being a single parent, she opted to use 

the money for other pressing needs like food. Her  hope during the drive  was that her chil-

dren would be accepted and initiated on the vaccines   as she made a call to other  parents 

to come fourth and take advantage of the services that had been brought to their back yards. 

 

 

 

 

Mama Caleb  a mother of   two  both under 2 years  says both her children got their first  

immunization  and then dropped off ( defaulted). She   cites the lack of funds  to facilitate 

her transportation to the nearest  free public health facility, as the one nearest to  her 

charges  about  Khs. 100   an amount she  cannot afford. She also cited the   daily hustle for  

basic needs like food   taking up most of her time  thus lacking time to  take her children for  

immunization. She also   stated that she did not quite understand  how  immunization works   

mentioning  that she worried that some of the diseases she had heard  immunizations guards  

against would affect her children.  She also expressed that she was happy with the immuniza-

tion outreach  and was  thankful that the  services  had been brought  close to them and  

free of charge  thus a huge opportunity for the residents . 
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