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Taking forward the Blue Conference Recommendation 

KANCO team lead by the  KANCO Executive director  Mr. Allan Ragi and  right Dr. Shem Ochuodho,            

AU– ECCOSOC  and Chairperson, Kenyans in Diaspora Alliance, during the meeting at KANCO.  

https://au.int/en/organs/ecosocc
https://au.int/en/organs/ecosocc
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(CSOs). The AU-ECCOSOC has country chap-

ters, in Kenya AU-ECCOSOC Kenya, where 

KANCO serves in the leadership  group. 

The meeting  between KANCO and the AU-

ECCOSOC  official  focused on the next steps  

for the  recommendations made during the first 

global conference on the sustainable blue econ-

omy, held in Nairobi last year where the AU-

ECCOSOC  was a key partner. 

 The Blue economy conference brought togeth-

er over 18,000 participants from around the 

world who came together to deliberate on how 

to build a sustainable blue economy, aimed at 

harnessing the potential of the  oceans, seas, 

lakes and rivers to improve the lives of all, par-

ticularly people in developing states, women, 

L-R AU ECCOSSOC   official and  Chairperson Kenyans in Diaspora Alliance  Dr. Shem 

Ochuodho shaking hands with the  Executive Director KANCO, Mr Allan Ragi  after  the 

meeting with   the KANCO team 

youth and indigenous peoples, leveraging  on the latest innovations, scientific advances and best practices to build prosperity 

while conserving our waters for future generations. 

 In addition to taking forward the   recommendations from the Blue Economy Conference and how to strengthen the AU-

ECCOSOC Kenya chapter, the team also discussed on strengthening advocacy for Domestic Resources Mobilization for health, 

towards achieving the 5% GDP allocation to health in line with the World Health Organization recommendation.   

The discussions also focused on the strategies to sensitize the citizens  on the role of the AU-ECCOSOC and AU-ECCOSOC 

Kenya chapters   to fully understand and enhance their efficacy. The focus areas for AU-ECCOSOC include:  Peace and Security, 

Political Affairs, Infrastructure and Energy; Social Affairs and Health; Human Resources, Science and Technology; Trade and In-

dustry; Rural Economy and Agriculture; Economic Affairs; Women and Gender; and Cross-Cutting Programmes (such as HIV/

AIDS, international cooperation such as with the people of the historical African Diaspora and coordination with other AU insti-

tutions and organs. 
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Research ad-

vocacy: Pro-

moting the 

use of 

knowledge in 

policy and 

practice  

 

Advocacy for Increased Research and Development 

Research and development (R&D) remain at the heart advocacy, with scientific data not just informing program im-

plementation for high impact but also critical for policy formation for health. Advocacy has a critical role in driving 

the   R&D agenda for high-impact, affordable health technologies and  enhancing  reaching  the people most in need. 

The need to fuel R&D  through advocacy  saw the birth  of the Advocacy Coalition for Health Research and Develop-

ment (CHReaD), forming a coalition of stakeholders keen on research and advocacy, in which KANCO is a member.  

 

 KANCO participated in the CHReaD 2019 annual general meeting 2019, held from the 27th-29th January 2019.  The 

meeting sought to review the joint advocacy plan for 2018, drawing lessons from it and develop a joint advocacy plan for 

CHReaD for 2019. The meeting also  discussed CHReaD transition to local leadership by reviewing  the draft report of 

CHReaD transition landscaping exercise and receive feedback from the membership ahead of completion of the report. 

They also discussed  strengthening the joint actions of the coalition and its engagement with policy makers and also input  

into the CHReaD Communication and Media strategy for 2019. 

The team further  reviewed the coalition’s  2018  performance and agreed  on a  structure  for 2019 for better involve-

ment of members,  discussed the active engagement of policy makers, translating regional commitments into national pol-

icies agreed on and expanding the coalition’s focus on emerging issues such as arising stock outs of lifesaving health prod-

ucts and technologies approved by the government of Kenya. They also discussed increased advocacy communication 

and messaging capacity among CHReaD members. 

 Participants  of the CHReaD  2019  Annual General Meeting  
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Pictorial: Hosting , Samburu Elders Col. Rtd Richard Leiyagu  

KANCO  hosted  Col. Rtd. Richard Leiyagu,  for a discussion on potential partnerships towards prompting  better health outcomes  

and development on  the 5th of February 2019 at the KANCO officers . See photos below: 

L-R Deputy Executive Director KANCO, Mr. Peter Kamau, Col. Rtd. Richard Leiyagu,  Executive Director KANCO Mr Allan Ragi , Grassroot advocacy 

Manager Ms. Mary Ngethe and  Partnership and Resource Mobilization Manager  Ms. Beatrice  Mwangi pose for a photo during the  visit   

Executive Director KANCO Mr Allan Ragi accompanied by Grassroots advocacy Manager Ms. Mary Ngethe  gifting Col. Rtd. Richard Leiyagu, after  the 

meeting. 
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 Marking World Cancer Month  

Creating Cancer awareness for early diagnosis and detection 

Cancer has become a bottomless pit,  that has claimed many lives and sunk in 

many resources. It comes with a myriad of challenges, with dire  health and 

financial implications and sometimes hopelessness. The myths and misconcep-

tions around the disease further acerbate the suffering  and stigma, with the 

affliction  mostly felt by the patient but also  spiraling to the care givers, in at-

tempt to alleviate the suffering. 

All of us have been affected by Cancer either through suffering from it or a 

family member suffered from cancer. While the condition, in whatever  form, 

sounds aggressive and terminal,   measures can be taken  to prevent  cancer 

development through early detection.. 

The need to create awareness and improve survival rates  led to establish-

ment  of  World Cancer Day has been created marked on the  4th  of Febru-

ary every year.  

Under  the leadership of the  Union for International Cancer Control (UICC), 

world cancer day aims to, inspire and encourage action from individuals, health professionals, and governments to improve public 

awareness and access to early detection, screening, and diagnosis.  This would  help save millions of preventable deaths each year 

by raising awareness and education about cancer, and pressing governments and individuals across the world to take action against 

the disease. 

  

The theme for 2019 ‘I Am and I Will’ sought to shed light on how age, masculinity, gender norms, feelings of shame and fear, 

and poor health awareness contribute to the problem. It explains how old and young people can be vulnerable and gender stereo-

types combined with a lack of men’s health promotion can prevent men from seeking help even when they might suspect cancer 

early on.  

 

The  World Health Organization,  highlights  some of risk factors that predispose one to cancer  and when avoided can  signifi-

cantly reduce the risk of developing cancer as tobacco use including cigarettes and smokeless tobacco, being overweight or obese 

an unhealthy diet with low fruit and vegetable intake ,lack of physical activity, alcohol use, sexually transmitted HPV-infection infec-

tion by hepatitis or other carcinogenic infections, ionizing and ultraviolet radiation , urban air pollution indoor smoke from house-

hold use of solid fuels. 

 

The theme ‘ I Am And I Will’ further speaks to power  individual responsibility in the fight against cancer  and the  world 

around us, by making a personal commitment  to make healthy choices as well as sensitize others. 
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KANCO partnering in  the  5th Global Network   of Public Health Nursing  Conference 


