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Civil Society amplify their voice in the first ever Blue economy Conference  

L-R, KANCO Executive Director, Allan Ragi,   Secretary General, Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA), Dr.  Nonvuyo N. Nokwe, Conserva-

tion International, Alice  Ruhwezo,  Africa Field Division, AU-ECOSSOC, Secretariat, Addis Ababa Mr. William Carew,  

 In the just concluded  first ever global conference on the sustainable blue economy that saw the convergence of over 18,000 delegates 

from across the world, discussing and sharing insights in the development of a prosperous, inclusive and sustainable economy, the CSOs 

also shared their voice making a case for  a people centered blue econ-

omy. The conference also saw participation from governments 

across the globe, multilateral organizations, business community, 

non-state actors as well as the civil society including KANCO.  

The conference discussion revolved around, harnessing the poten-

tial of the blue economy (oceans, seas, lakes and rivers) to im-

prove the lives of all, leveraging on technology, innovation and sci-

entific advances practices to build prosperity while conserving the 

waters for future generations. In this endeavor, the CSOs voice 

remained strong on the need to ensure that this envisioned devel-

opment meets not just the economic needs of the people but also 

the social welfare which include health and well-being of communi-

ties. 

Historically the Blue Economy has been recognized as one of the 

great engines of growth and prosperity in industrialized nations. 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development reiterates this po-

tential towards the achievement of sustainable development. Cog-

nizant of this the civil society in their contribution to the blue 

economy conference discussion reiterated on the need for people 

Hon. Ababu Namwamba, EGH,Chief Administrative Secretary, Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs , making the opening remarks during the  Civil Society  

Forum 



L-R KANCO Executive Director, Allan Ragi, making a presentation  during the CSO forum, L-participant following the discussions 

centered approaches towards the realization of a present and a future that is economically sustainable, socially inclusive and environmentally resili-

ent. 

Speaking at the opening of the civil society side event of the Blue economy conference hosted by The University of Nairobi, the Chief administra-

tive secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Hon. Ababu Namwamba, reiterated ‘Sustaining the blue economy shouldn't be seen in terms of technical 

sustainability of the environment. It must be an inclusive people-centered approach that guarantees livelihoods for communities where the CSOs 

have a crucial role in the regeneration, restoration and exploitation of blue economy’ 

The Executive Director KANCO Allan Ragi who was a panelist and speaker in the CSO side event,    sharing on building a common understanding 

of the Blue Economy the blue economy stated, ‘The blue economy presents an opportunity to relook at the opportunities that the communities 

can tap into including nature, we need to invest in innovation and targeted responsible management that integrates economic, environmental and 

social aspects" 

The CSO side event saw the participation of KANCO,  AU-ECOSSOC,  Forest 

Action Kenya, International Transport Federation, Women in fisheries  Net-

work, Nature seekers, Trinidad and Tobago, Indian Ocean Rim Association, 

World Wildlife Fund,  Fish reef Project, SWIOTUNA, Community cooker foun-

dation, Canadian parks and wilderness society, Oxfam among others. 

The conference  also saw  President Uhuru Kenyatta receive an award from the 

African Union Commission (AUC) for hosting the world’s first Blue Economy 

Conference. The conference also saw multiple commitments towards the reali-

zation of a sustainable  blue economy among them  Norway’s $200 million com-

mitment for development of initiatives to combat marine litter and micro plas-

tics for the next four years. Namibia allocated $5 million for marine protection 

and research, Mozambique committed to restore mangrove forests to 5,000 

hectares by 2023 while Kenya committed to training 5000 graduate seafarers 

through the University of Nairobi in partnerships with Global shipping lines as 

well as establishing the University of Nairobi institute for Blue Economy and 

Ocean Studies. The Java House Africa also committed to plastic-free services in 

all its establishments. 

Campaigns  Manager KANCO,  and the Kenya Program Co-

ordinator Rahab Mwaniki, making remarks  during the CSOs 

forum  



Reinforcing the Civil Society Role in Ending AIDS in Kenya 

Historically the Civil Society has been an important player in the disease response both in Kenya and globally. Their fortitude especially in 

the response to the HIV epidemic has been remarkable and the gains made so far can be traced to the advocacy and engagement towards 

the accelerated access to treatment, prevention and community sensitization. 

Over the years however the voice of the CSOs has been muffled mainly due to the loss of coordination and working together for the same 

Participants  during the National CSOs  forum  in Manzoni Lodge, Nairobi Kenya 

goal which informed the need to bring back the CSOs in effort to 

reinforce their engagement in accelerating the HIV response to fast 

track the ending of AIDS in Kenya. 

Under the chairmanship of Allan Ragi the KANCO Executive Di-

rector, the CSO leadership convened a meeting  that took place in 

Manzoni from the 25th-29th November, 2018, aimed at increasing 

the  coordination and engagement  of the CSOs  in achieving  the 

fast track  targets and UHC in Kenya. The CSOs got to discuss 

their progress, track their targets in the realization of universal 

health coverage, strengthening of the CSOs leadership and ac-

countability culminating to the development of the CSOs  and af-

fected communities roadmap to fast track the plan to deliver  on 

the 90;90;90 HIV treatment targets by 2020 and ending  AIDS in 

Kenya. 

Speaking during the National CSO forum, KANCO Executive Di-

rector who is also the  Chairperson for the National CSOs leader-



   
 

ship group underscored on the need for  impact, in-

fluence and partnership, saying,“ Accommodating each 

other is critical as our work is highly complementary, 

there are many pieces  that each  one of us can take 

on, leveraging on the strength that lies in our capacity 

and pool of experts. ” He further challenged the 

CSOs on the need to be strategic, identify the gaps 

prevalent and learn to tell their story to effectively 

influence the agenda and build a case for investment 

inn health. He observed that the CSOs can do it as 

they have often travelled the less travelled roads and 

made huge impact. 

Positive Young Women Voice Director,  Lucy Wan-

jiku,  observed that the HIV response  is  at a tipping 

point, and one wrong tip and we could lose all the 

gains made, she observed that although the 90:90:90 

strategy by UNAIDS is critical for the response, the  

remaining 10:10:10 are missing  and are hidden in the 

key populations and thus critical observing that “ 

There is no us, without us all” UNAIDS Country Director Dr. Jantine Jacobi making remarks during the National CSOs 

forum 

The UNAIDS Country Director Dr. Jantine Jacobi, expressed that 

the gains  made so far in the HIV response would not have been pos-

sible without the contribution of the CSOs saying, “The CSOs stood 

up  to provide services  complementing the stakeholders efforts  and 

ensuring that no one was left behind, in the HIV response and their 

leadership has been  critical in overcoming socio economic barriers, 

and thus it is critical that they continue to have a voice in the re-

sponse”  she urged the CSO leaders to continue to strengthen and 

unite  their voice for continued  meaningful engagement.  

 Dr. Nduku Kilonzo, CEO National AIDS Control Council  called for 

expanded partnership, leveraging on multi-sector  actions and oppor-

tunities, accountability,  as well as mentorship of young people by the 

CSO leaders saying its critical to the legacy of  the CSOs work as key 

contributors to the health outcomes in Kenya 

Dr. Bartilol Kigen- NASCOP, congratulated the CSOs for the initia-

tive saying that NASCOP’s partnership with the CSOs has been criti-

cal in achieving their objectives. 

The four day meeting culminated to the development  and signing on 

of a CSOs commitment to the  renewed  solidarity  for Accelerated 

Responses to end  AIDS and Tuberculosis and achievement of univer-

sal Health Coverage. 

See full CSO communique here: http://kanco.org/?p=2040  

 

KANCO Executive Director, making a presentation  during the 

SCOs  

forum 



Pictorials  

Dr. Nduku Kilonzo, CEO National AIDS Control Council   mak-

ing remarks during the CSOs forum  

Inset, KANCO  Deputy Executive Director making a contribution 

during the forum  

Sylvia Ayon, Harm Reduction Manager, KANCO with a group  of par-

ticipants  discussing  the CSOs and affected communities roadmap. 

KANCO programs Director, chairing a session during the CSOs en-

gagement  forum 



 
Kanco Hosts the Regional HIV and Harm Reduction Project Annual General  

Meeting 

East African Harm Reduction network annual General Meeting Participants during a session , at the Stoni Athi Hotel, Nairobi Kenya 

KANCO in partnership with the Regional HIV and harm reduction project hosted the  third Annual General Meeting (AGM) for the project implementing partners and 

stakeholders under the Eastern Africa Harm Reduction Network (EAHRN). The meeting brought together organizations and networks from the region that have been 

part of the project implementation partners under the  EAHRN with membership spanning 8 countries; Uganda, Burundi, Kenya, Tanzania, Zanzibar, Mauritius, Sey-

chelles and Rwanda supported by KANCO. 

The 2018 meeting sought to reflect on the journey  that the Eastern Africa Harm Reduction Network had taken, share country networks  experiences in the imple-

mentation  of Global Fund Harm Reduction  Project and  map out a sustainability  plan for the EAHRN. This also involved presentations for the countries networks, 

the PRs presentations as well as the regional network board presentations.  

From the discussions it emerged that  effective 2019, the  country networks would be funded by  

International Network of People Who Use Drugs (INPUD) through the Africa Network of Peo-

ple Who use Drugs. 

The meeting also saw the election  for the EAHRN, leading to the conformation of all the cur-

rent sitting members, , filling of the positons of the  vice Chairperson, a Mauritius representative  

and a coordinator, who will serve up to  March 2014. 

Through the support of Global Fund, with KANCO as the principle recipient and working 

through the partners in implementing the Regional HIV and Harm Reduction Project, significant 

strides have been made in terms of policy advocacy, community systems strengthening and 

knowledge generation for an effective harm reduction response. To this end there have been 

strengthening of the networks on people who use drugs in the region as well introduction of 

networks in the countries that none existed towards strengthening the voice of the people who 

use drugs. The engagements have also seen the development of the regional framework for harm 

reduction that is currently under review by the Eastern Africa Community (EAC) Council of Min-

isters. KANCO took the opportunity to take the  Networks  through the Network tracking 

tools as part of the  Global Fund  close-out plan 

The EAHRN representatives thanked KANCO for the leadership in the journey. 

 Kenya Harm Reduction Network Representative and Director Caleb 

Angira, making a presentation during the  AGM  forum 



Pictorials  

Chairperson Eastern Africa Harm Reduction Network, Mr. Twaib Wamala making 

remarks featuring  the EAHRN  AGM forum 

TANPUD, Coordinator Happy Hassan sharing on the networks progress 

Rita Wangari– SAPTA MAKING remarks during the forum MAUPUD  representative  making remarks during the forum 


