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Grassroots advocacy for increased demand for immunization 

Participants pose for a  photo during the CSO/grassroots meeting with opinion leaders from informal settlements 

in Nairobi.  

Immunization can mean the  difference between life and death to children, yet many children world over are not fully immunized or not immun-

ized. Vaccines having been  proven  to  eradicate diseases  and save millions of lives every  year  at very low costs.  The uptake/ demand for im-

munization services has been wanting  in some  African countries  with statistics by GAVI showing  that up to 70%  of all  unvaccinated children  

live in 10 countries . This portends great risks to the global village as some of the vaccine preventable  disease are highly communicable and 

spread very fast hence the need to immunizing every child. 

According to the  Annual Immunization report 2017, over 500,000 children under 5  in Kenya were not immunized in the last 5 years, while an-

other 1.7 Million born between 2013 and 2017 did not receive all the scheduled vaccines. There have been efforts to  accelerate the immuniza-

tion  efforts through various efforts  including the  presidential  launch of the  national immunization rapid  results  initiative  targeting to reach  

all the missed children but, a lot more needs to be done to  reach and immunize every child. 

 To complement the national efforts, KANCO through the support GAVI is pushing the bottom up approach to immunization by working with 

CSOs to create awareness among the communities and to increase the demand for immunization. KANCO is working in 17 counties across 

Kenya selected on the basis of  the  number  of unvaccinated children,  immunization coverage and multi-dimensional poverty index factors. 

 Over the years KANCO has adopted the grassroots advocacy model that empowers citizen to organize, identify and build up campaigns starting 

at the ground or community level to engage parties of interest including elected leaders to find solutions for issues affecting them. 

 On the 16th of October 2018, KANCO held a meeting with CSO/grassroots meeting with opinion leaders from  the informal settlements  

around Nairobi. The meeting was also  attended by the ministry of health officials who  sought to share an overview of the state of immunization 

in Kenya and call  the grassroots  leaders to action towards increasing the demand for immunization. 

KANCO deputy Director  Mr. Peter Kamau  making the opening  remarks, observed that promotion of immunization and good nutrition  is  



  
 

critical  to the investment in the gray matter infrastructure, 

holding the promise for better health outcomes  for children 

and hence the future  of every nation. He observed that the  

leaders  had been called for the meeting as their role is critical  

in increasing  the demand for  immunization through community 

mobilization,  policy engagement  and financing.   

He challenged  them to build a case for investment in  child 

heath through engagement so that elected leaders can appreci-

ate that  failure to prioritize  investment   in early childhood 

interventions  including immunization  is futile for  all other  

development efforts . He further called on the community lead-

ers present to prioritize engagement in Nairobi to make it a 

model county, reiterating KANCOs commitment to walk with 

them. 

The UNAIDS Community Mobilizations Advisor Ludfine Bwinde 

present at the meeting  observed  that  ‘All  successful commu-

nity interventions   start and stop with the community’ hence 

calling on the grassroots leaders in the meeting to  take up lead-

ership in the disease response in their communities. 

The Health Promotion Officer Nairobi County observed that community leaders are at the heart of community mobilization and engagement and would 

be instrumental in increasing the demand for immunization 

The Nairobi County logistician Ms. Florence Kabuga stated that Investing in 

immunization goes a long way in ensuring better national health outcomes, 

adding that fully immunized children are better equipped to fight off diseas-

es. 

The GAVI-HSS project manager KANCO  Ms. Elizabeth Muchoki, chal-

lenged the community leaders to go back and interrogate their county 

budgets, find out the allocation to immunization, and leverage on their influ-

ence to engage the political leadership for increased  resources for  immun-

ization and commitment to sustainable  funding child health initiatives.  

The Policy Advisor KANCO, Jack Ndegwa explained that the grassroots 

advocacy model seeks to empower the grassroots to engage by equipping 

them with the tools and skills  that help  them effectively engage their . He 

added that advocacy for sustainable funding for the immunization and child 

health intervention is critical   for sustainability of  health interventions es-

pecially now as  GAVI transitions.  

The grassroots advocacy Manager, Mary Ngethe, took the participant 

through the model  and ended with a call  to the grassroots leaders  to 

take their space and profile immunization given its critical importance to 

the national health outcomes and Universal Health Coverage.  

Steve Aguva, Pamoja  TB group, sharing on their  success  using the grassroot ad-

vocy model taught by KANCO to effectively lobby for resources  for TB 

 Nairobi County logistician  Ms. Florence Kabuga  sharing on the  immun-

izations statistics in Nairobi  County 



   
   ‘The Africa We want:’ Recommendations from the First International Conference on Early  Childhood 

Development 

 

H.E President  Uhuru Kenyatta, making remarks during the  official opening of the First International Conference on Early  

Childhood  Development 

      KANCO joined delegated from 48 Africa Countries, over 100 organizations, state agencies, regional and global agencies multilat-

eral agencies and the academia communities for the first International conference on early childhood development to addressing 

one of the  greatest challenges in today’s world; Support and proper nurturing of children during the most pivotal  days of their 

lives.  

      The conference organized by AFCEN and the Ministry of health  themed “ The Africa  we want : A better Future Now’ sought to 

discuss and deliberate on  how to  make concrete progress  in line with the vision  and aspirations  of the  African Union Agenda 

2063 and Sustainable  Development Goals  (SDGs). 

      Officiating the opening of the conference President Uhuru Kenyatta reiterated on the government’s commitment to provide Early 

Childhood Education   by 2021 saying “ Early Childhood Development  (ECD) is by far the best sector that any government should 

prioritize ‘ 

     The Executive Director of the Africa Early Childhood Network (AFECN) Lynette Okengo observed that By 2050, more than 40 

per cent of the children in the world will live in Africa. This population growth presents huge  economic opportunities for the con-

tinent, however  reaping the benefits of this demographic dividend can only be achieved by nurturing children in the early stages of 

their development she noted  saying “We must ensure that our children not only survive, but thrive’ 

      Making her remarks , UNICEF Regional Director Leila Pakala   noted that "The socioeconomic aspirations of many countries of 

attaining middle to upper-middle income country status will be impossible if children remain developmentally off track’ 

     The conference culminating to a declaration in line with  regional  and global policy and  right declarations also  saw the launch of 

the African Union Commission’s Early Childhood Education and Development Cluster roadmap, and provided a platform to discuss 



the Nurturing Care Framework, launched during the World 

Health Assembly in May.   

      The declaration   seeks  to ensure   that children  don’t just 

survive but also thrive,  highlighting the importance of  sup-

porting initiatives  targeted for  children living  with develop-

mental difficulties in  Africa  

      The declaration further  supports investment in Early Child-

hood  education as the pillar for learning  and the next fron-

tier. This is important   if Africa is to  realize  sustained, qual-

ity education  and  for initiatives  seeking to support early 

childhood development in line with the continental educa-

tion strategy  for Africa  2016- 2050. Africa being the   conti-

nent with the highest number of young   people,  it  presents 

with a great opportunity and decisive moments for human 

development, thus a need to be deliberate in the investment 

of in children  

      Through the declaration, the conference called for  prioriti-

zation of ECD  in the national  budgets, development of poli-

cies  to drive the ECD agenda, workforce empowerment  to 

accelerate ECD efforts. It  further  calls for multi stakeholder 

collaboration  through demonstrated commitment to  work 

together  and promote  national coordination  mechanisms 

and  continued  participation in the regional conversations  

and monitoring of developments made. 

      In  her closing remarks AFECN  Director Lynette Okengo  

observed  that  the huge participation in the conference,  

bringing  high level Kenyan delegates  and early childhood 

practitioners from the region showed  that early childhood 

development  was  truly on the agenda in Africa.  Adding 

that for Africa to achieve  the Sustainable Development 

Goals and the African Union’s Agenda 2063, there is  need 

for  fully rounded approaches  supporting children, families 

and communities.”    

KANCO has  been implementing programs centered on promoting  better Early Childhood Development  and was part of  

  the team  that developed the  nurturing care framework. 

Steven Ikonya, KANCO  Rift Valley  coordinator representing KANCO during 

the conference 



 

Training Health care providers for Enhanced Nutrition Interventions 

       KANCO supported a two day training  in partnership with the Mombasa County government  focusing on Public Procurement 

and Asset Disposal Act (OOADA 2015),  The training covered development of procurement plans and process, record keep-

ing , methods and procedures for procurement at health facilities levels, documents used in the procurement processes, the 

roles  of the facility management units and procurement committees. 

      The training is part of the project design to support the development of the county procurement plans  through provision of  

technical leadership in formulation of the county procurement plan. 

      The training that involved  facility improvement  nurse and registered clinical  officers as well as  health Facility Management 

teams  sought to  help in the development  of specifications ,  and deepen understanding of the procurement processes, includ-

ing  processing  receiving , issuing stock, maintaining  of assets  and medical supplies, inventory management and asset disposal. 

      KANCO through the Pwani Lishe Bora project  has been supporting the procurement of Iron and Folic Supplementation  in line 

with the project goal to improve the health outcomes of women and girls of reproductive age and children under 5  years in 

Mombasa county. 

      According to the  project officer Martina  Adega,  the  support to the county government to  procure supplements  was  in-

formed by the  gaps identified at the project inception where  the supplements stock out and shortages  sometimes due to the 

long procurement process that led to women getting a prescription to get the  supplements at a cost. This coupled with the lit-

tle understanding on the importance of the supplementation often  led to women foregoing them which put their health and 

that of the unborn child at risk. 

      Efforts to encourage iron folic supplementation among pregnant women and household level have further been strengthened by 

the introduction of the Iron fortified beans   at household levels which are a rich source of vitamins. 

Mombasa County   Health care workers, county  official and the KANCO team posing for a photo during the training  


